BRITISH PHILATELIC BULLETIN

Plants The next set in the Action for Species
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TEN 1sT cLASS STAMPS and a miniature sheet featuring plants and Kew
Gardens go on sale at Post Office branches and philatelic outlets and Royal
Mail Tallents House on 19 May — the third in the Action for Species series,
following the Birds and Insects stamps of September 2007 and April 2008.
The stamps depict some of the Uk’s 450 wild plants at risk: Round-headed
Leek, Floating Water-plantain, Lady’s Slipper Orchid, Dwarf Milkwort,
Marsh Saxifrage, Downy Woundwart, Upright Spurge, Plymouth Pear,
Sea Knotgrass, and Deptford Pink, using illustrations from the Royal Bot-
anical Gardens, Kew and the Natural History Museum, London.

The stamps and sheet were designed by Studio Dempsey and litho print-
ed by Cartor, in sheets of 30 (for Post Office branches) or 6o (for Tallents
House and philatelic outlets). The stamps, 35mm square, have a phosphor
background screen and perforation 14.5.

The miniature sheet comprises two Ist class and two 81p stamps depict-
ing Palm House, Kew Gardens; Millennium Seed Bank, Wakehurst Place;
Pagoda, Kew Gardens; and Sacklet Crossing, Kew Gardens.

F1rsT DAY FACILITIES Orders for serviced Fpcs must reach Tallents House
by the day of issue. Collectors may send stamped covers on the day of issue
to: Royal Mail Tallents House, 21 South Gyle Crescent, Edinburgh En12
gpB (Tallents House postmark), or to the nearest Royal Mail Special Hand-
stamp Centre (Kew postmark) marking the outer envelope ‘FD0Q13" or
‘Fp0914 . For details of sponsored handstamps and addresses of the Hand-
stamp Centres see the British Postmark Bulletin — available on subscription
from Tallents House (£12.25 uk/Europe, £24.95 elsewhere). For a free
sample copy write to: The Editor, British Postmark Bulletin, Royal Mail
Letters, 35-50 Rathbone Place, London wiT 1HQ @

144

<L P



VOLUME 46 JANUARY 2009 PLANTS

series features ten of the UK’s most endangered wild plants

Set of stamps
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Stamp cards set (15) £5.85
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An illustrated pack, written
by Gail Vines, gives details
I of each of the endangered
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3 created welllit clearings, is probably to blame for its decline.
PLYMOUTH PEAR (Pyrus cordata) is a unique British wild

i e pear, discovered in 1863 in hedge-banks outside the city of - .
e Plymouth. Today, only a few hundred trees exist in just seven The miniature sheet is shown
. locations.
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